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house and serve him for a year or more, when he will obtain a daughter in marriage. And sometimes a girl will contract a liking for some man or boy of the caste and will go to his house, leaving her home. In such cases the parents accept the accomplished fact, and the couple are married. If the boy's parents refuse their consent they are temporarily put out of caste, and subsequently the neighbours will not pay them the customary visits on the occasions of family joys and griefs. Even if a girl has lived with a man of another caste, as long as she has not borne a child, she may be readmitted to the community on payment of such penalty as the elders may determine. If her own parents will not take her back, a man of the same gotra or section is appointed as her guardian and she can be married from his house.
The ceremonies of a Panwar marriage are elaborate. Marriage-sheds are erected at the houses both of the bride and bridegroom in accordance with the usual practice, and just before the marriage, parties are given at both houses ; the village watchman brings the toran or string of mango-leaves, which is hung round the marriage-shed in the manner of a triumphal arch, and in the evening the party assembles, the men sitting at one side of the shed and the women at the other. Presents of clothes are made to the child who is to be married, and the following song is sung:
The mother of the bride grew angry and went away to the mango grove. Come soon, come quickly, Mother, it is the time for giving clothes. The father of the bridegroom has sent the bride a fold of cloth from his
house, The fold of it is like the curve of the winnowing-fan, and there is a bodice
decked with coral and pearls.
Before the actual wedding the father of the bridegroom goes to the bride's house and gives her clothes and other presents, and the following is a specimen given by Mr. Muhammad Yusuf of the songs sung on this occasion :
Five years old to-day is Baja Bai the bride ;
Send word to the mother of the bridegroom ;
Her dress is too short, send for the Koshta, Husband ;
The Koshta came and wove a border to the dress.
Afterwards the girl's father . goes and makes similar presents to the bridegroom. After many preliminary cere-